
2-row vs. 6-row
What is the difference between a 2-row and 6-row barley?ff y
This is a story of seeds, heads, history, and perception. 2-row barley has 2 rows of seed on each spike (head) and 
6-row barley has 6 rows of seed on each spike (head). Botanically speaking, a 2-row has 1 fertile floret 
per rachis node and a 6-row has 3 fertile florets per rachis node. Two genes control the trait: VRS1 and INT-C.
VRS1 is cloned and the cloning of INT-C will soon be announced. Wild barley is 2-row. The 6-row trait 
was selected shortly after domestication. The current geographic distributions of 2-row and 6-row 
(and perceptions regarding their suitability for different end uses) are largely accidents of history. 

http://barleyworld.org/FAQ_sheet.php


