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OPEN COMPETITION

Head of Research/Senior Scientist
Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development (Field Crop Development Centre Lacombe): Join our dynamic Department and contribute to a diverse industry where you will promote prosperity in Alberta through a strong, competitive, sustainable agriculture and food industry.  

Reporting to the Branch Head, Feed Crops this position provides scientific leadership for a large, multi-disciplinary multi-institutional cereal science research program focused on the development of knowledge and technology to improve the competitiveness of cereal-based feed and food production and utilization in Alberta.  The research program develops varieties of barley, winter and spring triticale and winter wheat for commercial release in western Canada.  The program consists of scientists working in the area of plant breeding, plant pathology, molecular biology, grain and forage quality & nutrition, with a strong focus on disease resistance and enhanced yield genetics.  The program features a large germplasm development project, a world class Near Infrared Spectroscopy (NIRS) grain quality laboratory and an advanced data management system. The position supports the branch head through providing strategic and tactical advice and supporting information to facilitate the effective leadership and administration of the branch and supervises the scientists and senior technical staff.  
As the Head of Research you will be accountable for maintaining research excellence, ensuring that we have the expertise and supporting systems to make certain that all research projects meet international scientific scrutiny.  You will also ensure that all scientific objectives are achieved as defined under numerous research agreements with external agencies or branch operational plans and that associated results reporting obligations are met.
You will work as both team leader and senior Plant Breeder in the program. The ideal candidate will work collaboratively with scientific and technical staff, industry partners, research funding agencies and other research institutions to align scientific research with business plan goals and priorities. As a leader in ARD, you will model the values of integrity, respect, accountability, and excellence by fostering the growth and development of staff, a positive work environment, strong relationships internally and externally, and supporting the strategic goals of our Department.

Qualifications:  An advanced degree (PhD) in plant breeding plus extensive experience in breeding barley, triticale or wheat.  Experience in research planning and coordination as well as leading research projects and teams is required. This would include experience in financial management, supervision or management of employees, and staff development. Knowledge of national and international germplasm sources and the ability to access them is required. Knowledge of agronomy, crop physiology, plant pathology, animal nutrition, NIRS technology and molecular genetics are an asset.  Experience with scientific research in a broad scope of disciplines and a proven publication record is beneficial.
Note:  The final candidate for this position will be asked to undergo a security screening. 
Please apply online to the following site: https://jobs.alberta.ca/ Online applications are preferred. If you are unable to apply online, please submit your cover letter and resume, quoting the Job ID# 1009032, to: Human Resource Services, Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development, #304, J.G. O' Donoghue Building, 7000 - 113 Street, Edmonton, AB  T6H 5T6. Phone: (780) 427-2111; Fax: (780) 427-3398. Applicants who apply online will be able to track the status of this competition. Note: As only one file can be uploaded, please ensure your cover letter, resume and any other related documents are submitted in one file.
Job ID Number: 1009032


Salary:  $3,091.04 - $4,217.48 bi-weekly
($80,676.14 - $110,076.23 per annum)
Closing Date:  Open until a suitable candidate is found.
