Taking the pulse half-way through 
1. Learning outcomes: We are on generally on track. Note - this is a Plant Genetics class, not a Plant Breeding class.  Effective Plant Breeding is based on Plant Genetics. Plant Breeding is taught next quarter. 
2. Topics: We are on track.
3. Web site: 
a. Hyperlinks will be coded as to their essentiality. L1 = essential. These will be explored in class; follow the link and know the what and why of the link. L2 = optional but highly recommended.  May or many not show in class. Exploring the link and its contents will reinforce key concepts, open your eyes.  L3 = entirely optional. Lot’s of great information to explore in your spare time. For all links, the key concept(s) will be shown in italics. 
b. Required readings. Key concepts will be articulated in a series of questions.
c. We’ll work on adding color and better printing options – so far a brick wall.
d. Remind me to increase font size on screen, or sit closer. 
e. Grade updates – due to website security issues, please contact me at any time for a grade report. 
f. PowerPoint slides – making your own would be a great study guide.  
4. Text:  A specific and readily available text will be “recommended” for next year so that copies of the text will available at the OSU Bookstore. As is currently the case (i) readings will be “suggested” in this recommended text, and (ii) an array of textbooks will be on reserve at the library.
5. Tests: ~ On track. 
6. Preparation: Generally adequate
7. Future genetics/breeding: Maybe
8. The in-class potluck and final exam will be optional. 
a. Option 1: Come to the main classroom and bring a plant-based food along with a placard showing ingredients of the dish and the usual information about the plant: (Genus and species; genome size (Mb); 2n = _ X = __; and interesting fact).  The placard will count as your final take-out (in?).  Plates, napkins, and plastic-ware (recyclable) will be provided.  Safe storage prior to serving will be provided. 
b. Option 2: Go to the alternative classroom, where there will be just a test. The placard (per above – you do need to provide a recipe for your favorite plant-based dish) will count as your final will count as your final take-out (in?). 
9. Recitation - generally effective
10. Graduate student section – as effective as a slash can be.  
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